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Two SERMONS,

On Occafion of the

Fatal Diftemper

Which prevail'd in fundey Towns within
the Province of New-Hampfhire. -

By Fabes Fitch,

Minifter of the Gofpel at Portfmouth.

——

Hof 6. 1.
Come and let us veturn unto the Lord, for He hath
torn, and He will heal us 5 He bath [mitreny and
he will bind wus up.
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To the READER.

) IS a common Obfervation of Di-
wines, that however it may fare
with fome particular Perfans, yet as
the genera/tty of a People-are, fo

tbey may expelt to tare in refpelt of the Difpen-

fations of Gods Providence towards trhem. - If
they are with God in ways of Duty, Fe will be
with them in ways of Mercy; but if they for-
fake Him, He wil forfake them ; and then
they lie open to all mawner of Woes. But how
long God will bear with a fisful People, it is
not for us to determme : We ought not to judge
of the Divine Patience by oxr own. It God had
#0 more Patience to bear with proveking Sin-
ners, than we have to bear with any Provecati-
ons that are offered to us, we f[hould Jong ago
have been deftroyd from being a People s but
the Lovd is God and not Man, aund trerefore
¢ is that we are not deftroy d. Our



?———__-’
11 To the Reader.

Our Iniquities teftify againft us; for they
are numerous and heinous, and God has been cal-
ling us to Repentance by the ftill Voice of his
Word ; and it ought not to be forgotten, how he
calld to us to Repentance (fome Tears ago) by
the loud Voice of bis Providence, in the terri-
ble Earthquake wherewith the whole Country
was alarm'd; and God has fince been waiting to
Jee if we would bring forth Fruits meet for
Repentance ; Jat alas! how little of thefe
Fruits have been to be found among us: Now,
the Exercife of God's Patieuce is mot ever-
lafting, but his abufed Patience will at length,
turn into Fury; we have therefore no Reafm,i
2o wonder at the laft awful Calamity which
He has inflicted on us.

We mult acknowledge that Fe is juft in all
the Evil thac He kas brought upon us; He
* has done right, but we have done wickedly ;
and Fle has, as yet, punifhed us far lefs than
our Iniquitics have deferved.  How far He
‘may proceed ‘in his judicial Difpenfations.me
- know not ; for his Anger is not tarned awa
but his Hand is ftretched out ftill in Sundry
Places; and the Reafon is evident ; for the
‘People turneth not unto him chac fmiteth
“them, neither do they feek the Lord of Hofts

in



To the Reader.” 11

in a right Manner © And if God fhould fay of
fuch a People, Why fhould ye be ftricken
any more 2 ye will revolt more and more ;
and fbonld in a way of rightéous Fudgment ceafe
to correél them who have been long incorrigi.
ble, and whom therefore He defigns to deftroy,
how doleful and defperate wounld their Condition
be: It coumcerns us all to awake to Righee-
oufncis and Sin no more, Jeft this fbonid be
oar Condition.

Sometimes a fmall Number of penitent, pious
Souis may ftand in the Gap, to turn away
God's Wrath ; .But if God's Wrath comes. on'a
finful People, thefe pious ones f[ball either be
deliver'd from the common Calamity, or comfors
ted ander it : And_ tho the Good may be in-
volv'd with the Bad in the fame common Ca-
lamities, and one Event may happen to both;
yet far be it from God. that the Righteous
thould be as the Wicked. Common Calami-
ties are quite another Thing to the--Righteous,
than they are to the Wicked; for they (hall be
fupported under them, and their Afflictions fhall
be [anilified to them for the good of their
Souls ;- for, all things fhall work together for
Goad, to them that love God.

7he



W To the Reader.

The brief Sermons bere emitted, were preach.
ed laft Winter, on Occafton of the fatal Diffem-
per in the Throat, thar then prevailed in fun-
dry Towns, and that Diftemper kaving fince
Jpread into other Parts, and it remaining ftill
in fome meafure where it firff began 5 I thought
that the publifbing of thefe plain Difcourfes
(fuch as they are) might poffibly be ufeful to
fome Perfons under their prefent diftrefing Cir-
cumfbances, and might [erve to keep up the
Memory of that awful Calamity which ought ne-
wer to be forgotten, and excite us to a due Im-
provement thereof :  That thefe good Ends may
be attained, & my bearty Prayer, '

g S Jabez Fitch.
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The firfft SERMON.

Jeremiah XIV. 8, g.

O the Hope of Ifrael, the Saviour thereof in
zime of Trouble, why (bouldeff thou be as a
Stranger in the Land, and as a Way-faring
Man, that turneth afide to tarry for a Night 2
Why fhouldeft thou be as a Man aftonied, as
a mighty Man that cannot fave ?

HIS Chapter was pen’d on Occafion of ia
grievous Drought, which the Prophet
gives a melancholy Defcriprion of, trum

the firft Verfe to the fixth ; and then he addreffes
himfelf to God by humble and earneit Prayer, for
the removal of that Calamity. * \

In the feventh Verfe the Prophet confefles their
unworchinefs and il)-defervings, and implores whe
free Mercy of God for the taking away that griey-
ous Judgment : O Lord, the’ our Iniquities tefiify
againft us; do thou it for thy Names [ake ; for our
Backflidings are many, we have finned, agamft thee.
When we feek to God for the preventing, or re-
moving of apy Judgmeént; we muft ackngw!edse

B that




' (2)

that we delerve it, and far worfe: Our Iniquities
witnefs againft us; and we cannot deny the Charge;;
our Backflidings are too many to be conceal’d, and
our revolts too heinous to be excus’d. All our
Hope mutft be in the free Mercy of God: Do it
for thy Names [ake, for thy Mercy’s fake; let thy
Mercy be magnified in our Deliverance.

In the Words defign’d for our prefent Confide-
ration, the Prophec addrefles himfelf to God, as
the Hope of Ifracl, and the Saviour thereof in time of
Trouble, and bumbly enquires why God appear’d
unconcern’d for his People 5 why (houldeft thou be
a Strariger in the Land, and a5 a Way-faring < Man,
thas turneth afide to tarry for a Night 2 And why
He feem’d uncapable of affording them Succour;
Why fhouldeft thou be as & Man aftonied, a5 a mighty
Man that cannot [ave ?

We may obferve (1) That, it is fométimés a
time of Trouble, even of great Trouble with God’s
People. (2) They fhould then addrefs themlelves
to God, as the Hope of Ifrael, and Saviour théreof
in time of Trouble. (3) God fometimes carries it
towards his People, asa Stranger in the Land, and
as a:Way-faring Man, that turneth afide to tarry
for a Night, and He feems as a Man aftonifh’d,
and as a mighty Man that cannot fave ; and when
it is fo with them, they fhould humbly enquire ins
to the Reafon hereof,

1. We may obferve, that ’tis fometimes a Time of
Trouble, even of great Trouble with God’s People,
Such was the Trouble referr’d to in our Text.
M in that is born of & Woman s of few Daysy and

Julk
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full of Trouble. Being born in Sin He is born to Troz-
ble, as the Sparks fly upward, And God’s People have
their Share of Trouble with other Men, and fome-
times a greater Share of Trouble than others: Wa-
ters of a full Cup are wrung out to them, and they are
made to drink deep of the bitter Cup of AfiliGion.
But Afflition does not come forth of she Duft, neither
doth Trouble fpring out of the Ground : *Tis not to be
afcrib’d to €hance, or fecond Caufes; but God is
the Author of all the Troubles and AflliGions that
his People meet withal. Is there any evil of AfHlic-
tion in @ City, and the Lord hath not doncit? He
challenges it as his Prerogative, to form the Light
and create Darknefs, to make Peace and create Ewvil ;
I the Lord do all thefe things. Now He does not
willingly grieve nor afflict the Children of Men, much
lefs his own Children or People, but He does it
for his own Glory, and the Good of his People.

1. He does it for bhis own Glory, for the Glory of
his Holinefs. He fends Troubles upon his People
to teftify his Difpleafure againft their Sins; For
God will not be fondly indulgent to his Pedple, if
they go on in ways of Sinj but He will wifit ‘their
Tran[greffions with the R od, and their Iniquities with
Stripes » Yea, He faid of his ancient People, Tou
only bave I known of all the Familics of the Eartl;
therefore will I punifh you for all your Iniquities, Amos
3. 2, f

And God fometimes vifits his People with great
Trouble, that his Power and Mercy may more
eminently fhine forth in their Deliverances, asis
{aid, Tn the Mauns of the. Lord it (hall be feen, Gen,

' i B3 22.



(4)

92. 14. God is often feen in the Mount, or in
the greateft Perplexities of his People, wherein He
not only manifefls, but magnifies his Power and
Mercy in their Deliverance. :

2, The Trovbles which God [ends on bis People, [erve
for the promvting their beff Good. The Evil of Af-
flidtion ferves tor the Cure of a far greater Evil,
namely that of Sin : By this fhall the Iniquity of
Facob be purged, and this is all the Fruit to take away
bis Sin, 1. 2. 9. T

The Treubles they meet with ferve to cure
them of an over-fond Love of the World, and here-
by, as the Plalmift fays of himfelf, Pfal. 131 2.
They become as @ weaned Child trom the admired
Vanities of this World.

" *And they ferve to quicken a Spirie of Prayer;
Hence ’tis faid, In their Affuction they will feck -me
early, Hol. 5. 15. and in Jja. 26, 16. Lord, in Trous
blehave they vifited thee . they poured out a Prayer,
whea thy Chaftesing was upon them, J

I proceed, 2
Sccondly, to obferve, that in a Time of Trouble
God’s People (hould addrefs themfelves to Him, as the
Hope of Ifracl, and tke Saviour thereof 'in time of .
Trouble, Py

We may here take Notice,

Y. That God is the Hope of Ifracl, and the Saviiuy
thereof in time of Trouble, that is, He is the jult

object of the Hope of his People, “and they haye |
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abundant Reafon to bope in Him, as their al-
{ufficient Saviour in all their times of Trouble,

He is the juft object of their Hope in all times of
Trouble; for He is able and ready to fuccoug
them,

Ha is able to [uccour them in the moft difficult
Cafes. Tho’ our Cale may be defperate in refpe&
of our felves, yet it can never be defperate in re-
fpe& of God, Many things are too hard for us,
but there is nothing too hard for God. And He 1is
wery pitiful and of tender Mercy, He is full of Bow-
els, as the Word fignifies. In all the Afflictions of his
People, He is afflicted, and bis Soul is [aid to be griev'd
for the Mifery of Ifracl; and be bas invited his
People to call upon Him in the Day of Trouble, avd
He will deliver them in his good time. On thefe
Accounts God is the juft obje& ot the Hope of his
Peorle in all their times of Trouble.

And they have abundant Reafon to hope in
Him, as their al-fufficient §aviour in time of Trou*
ble. He.that is ther God is the God of Salvation,
and unto God the Lord belong the Iffues from Death.
He can "deliver them out of the very Jaws of
Death; and He has many a time fhew'd Himfelf
an al. fufficient. Saviour to his People in the time of
their Bxtremity ; they have therefore great Reafon
to hope and confide in Him as fuch, in and under
their greateft Difficulties ; and ’tis good barh to bipe
and quietly to wait for the Salvation of the Lord,

2. God’s People, cven in atime of greateft Trouble,
fhould (after the Example of the Prophet 1n our
Text) “eddrefs thew[dves to God, as the Hope ¢f
N ’ I/‘uql



(6)
Ifyacl and Saviour thereof in time of Trouble. .

They fhould under the foreft Calamities cherifh
Hope in God, and apply themfelves to Him with
Hopes of Succour and Relief from Him. When
they are ready to be dejeCted and difquieted within
themfelves, they fhould check themfelves, as the
Plalmift did, Why art thou caff down, O my Soul,
why art thou difquicted withinme? bope thou in God,
And the Plalmift often profefles his Hope in God,
Thou art my Hope, O Lord God 5 in thee, O Lord, 4o
I bope 5 what wait I for, my Hope is in thee ; and He
faith, Let Ifracl hope in the Lord. There is indeed
no Duty in ali the Book of God more inculcated
upon us, than that of hoping and trufting in God.
And we thould under the moft diftrefling Circum.
ftances addrefs our felves to God with hopes of
Audience, faying with the Prophet, Fer. 17. 14,
Thou art my Hope in the Day of Evil. The want
of this Hope under any Circumftances, is difho-
nourable and difpleafing to God ; but God is faid
to take Pleafure in them thas bope sn his Mercy: He
is greatly pleas’d when we addrefs our felves to
Him with hopes of finding Mercy in Him: This
muft needs be highly pleafing to Him, as it tends
to the Glory of thac accribute which He moft glo-
ries ir,

And as God i3 an al-fufficient Saviour, that is
able to help and fave his People in the moft diff-
cult and defperate Cafes, they ought to addrefs
Him, with a lively Hope in the greateft Straits
and Extremities, as che Pfalmift did, when all
Refuge failed bim, he cried to the Lord and [aid,
Thaow are my Refuge, and my Portion in the Land

of
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f the Living. God is greatly glorified by the Ex.
srcife of fuch a Hope in him 5 and when his Peg«
ple addrefs him, as the fole obje& of their Hope,
faging with the Plalmift, Give us belp from Trouble,
for wain is the belp of «Man, and as the Prophet
fays in Fer. 3. 23, Traly in wvain i Salvation hoped
for from the Hills, and from the Multitude of Moun-
tains 3 Truly in the Lord our God i the Salvation of
Ifracl. We muft difclaim all Creature Confiden-
ces, hoping in God alone to fuccour and fave us3
for no Creature can afford us any Relief, but as
God impowers and enables it.

For the Improvement of what has been now
faid,

Let us then in all our times of Trouble addrefs our
felves to God, as the Hope of Ifrael, and Saviour there=
of in time of Trouble. This is the indifpenfable
Duty of God’s People, and they have fufficient
Encouragement to pradice accordingly.

I fhall here. endeavour to anfwer an important
Queftion, viz. What we fhall do, that we may have
a well grounded Hope in God, as our Saviour in all our
simes of Trouble? I anfwer,

Y. Let us reflect on our [clves, as the procuring Caufe
of all our Troubles, and let us humble our Souls under
the mighty Hand of God. Remembring mine Afflittion,
and my Mifery, fays the Prophet, in the Name of
the People of God : It may be read, Ay Afiction,
and ‘my Tranfgre(fion, my Trouble and my Sin, that
brought it upon me : That was the Wormmwood and
the Gall in the AMi&ion 5 My Soul hath them fiif

(24
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in R emembrance, and is bumbled inwe, Lam. 3, tg,
20, It becomes us to have humble Hearts under
humbling Providences; This I recel to my Mind,
fays the Prophet in the next Verfe 5 therefore haue
1 Hope. Thole that are truly humbled undet
the mighty Hand of God, may hope that he will
exalt or deliver them in due rime : And ’tis faid in
Verfe 29th of that Chapter, He putteth his Mouth
in the Duft,if fo be there may be Hope. We muft
not only lay our Hand upen our Mouth in Token
of fubmiflicn to the Wil}l 6t God, but put our
Mouth ‘in the Duft in Token of Sorrow and
Shame and Self-loathing, at the Remembrance of
our Sins. * If cthere be any way to acquire and fe-
cure a good Hope under Affliction, ’tis this
Way. '

2. Let us make dilsgent Search for our Sins,
“Fofbua did for the accurfed thing, and when he had
difcover’d the Criminal that had taken of the
accurfed thing, namely eAchan, he ftoned him to
Death, and the Valley wherein he was ftoned wa
call'd, The Valley of eAchor, which fignifies the
Valley of Trouble, becaufe he had troubled Ifrad,
and there God troubled him, as you may read in
the 7th Chapter of Fofbua. Now, 8in is the ac
curfed thing, which we muft diligently fearch for,
and when we bave found it, we muft put away
thar accurfed thing, and by mortitying Sin, we
muft Stone the e4chan that has troubled us, And
*tis faid, I will give the Valley of Achor for a Door. of
Flope, Hol. 2. 15. that is, the Valley of Trouble
fhall epen 2 Door of Hope, which muft be undes-
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ftood of fincere hearty Trouble for Sin, whert out
Hearts are fo broken tor Sin, as to be broken off
from it, when we are fo troubled for our Sin, as
to et out felves to mortify and deftroy all our
Lufts, we may then hope in the Mercy of God
that he will pity us and pardon us, and be our Sa-
viour in the time of Trouble,

5. God is faid to take Pleafure in them thap fear
bim, and hope in his e Mercy, Plal, 147. 11. We
muft thetetore have the Fear of God in our
Hearts, if we would have a well-grounded Hope
in his Mercy. A holy Fear ot God and Hope in
God not only may confift or ftand together, but
they muft concur and go together. Even in the
fame Heart, and at the fame time, there muft be 2
reverence of his Majefty, and a reliance on his Mer-
¢y. Our Fear muft keep our Hope from fwelling
into Prefumption, and out Hope muft fave our
Fear from finking into Defpair. ’Tis faid, Ye rhae
fear the Lovd, truft in the Lord  he is their Help and
their Shield, Pfal, 115. 11. Where there is an
awful Fear of God, there may be a humble Hope
and Confidence in him, that he will be their Help
and Shield. If we fo fear the Lord, as to depare
from all Evil, we may hope chat he will be our al-
fufficient Saviour in all times of Trouble. Yea, if
we fear the Lord as we ought, we need not be
afraid of any thing elfe, but may firg the 46:h
Palm ; God i our Refuge and Strength, 4 very prefens
Help in Trouble 5 therefore will we nos feary she’ she
Earth be removed, &c.

c 4 If
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4. If we would kave a well-grounded Hape of Gods
Satvarion, we muft [et our felves 1o keep his Commande
ments.  Lordy I have boped 1n thy Salvation, and done
thy Commandments, faich the Pfalmift, Pfal. 119,
166. God bhas joyned thefe two together, and let
no Man put them afunder. For, we cannot upon
good Grounds hope for God’s Salvation temporal
or eternal, unlefs we fincerely endeavour to do
his Commandments ; and it we fincerely fet our
felves to diicharge our Duty in al) regards, and
make it our great and conftant Care to walk in all
bis Commandments, and in all his Ordinancss blamelefs,
we may then caft all our Care upon God, hoping in
his Mercy that he will take Care of us, to fave us
from falling into Trouble, or he will fave us from
the ffing of Trouble, that whatever Trouble be.
fals us, there fhall be no real Evil in it, but it fhall
be over-ruled for our Good; and God will deli-
ver us out of our Troubles in his good time.

I fhall now make Application of what we have
heard to the prefent Circumftances of our Land.

It has been a time of fore Trouble in regard of
the mortal Sicknefs, that has prevail’d in fundry
Parts; and allo among our felves, tho’ not to that
Degree, that it has in fome other Places, which we
ought to acknowledge with humble and hearty
Thankfaluefs ; but confidering our manifold Sins
and Provocations, we have Realon (o fay, Gur
Flefls trembles for Fear of thee, and we are afraid of
thy 7udg/mm‘t.ﬂ, and it concerns us deeply to hum-
ble our 50uis under the mighry Hand of God, that
is lifted up, and has fallen fo heavily on fundry
Neighbouring Towns. % 1., Let

1




()

Y. Let ws take notice of the Hand of God in bring-
ing this Diftemper among us.  For, all Difeafles zre
his Servants, they go and come at his Command
and do what he bids them; as the Centurian {aici
with refpe& to his Souldiers and Servants; 1 fay
to this Man go, and be goeth, and to another come, and
he cometh, and'to my Servamt, dothis, and be doeth it.
The Defign of che Centurian in thefe Words, was
to exprefs his Faith in the Power of Chrift ; he be-
liev’d that all Difeafes were at his Beck and Com-
mand, they feize us when he fends them, and leave
us when ‘he calls them back, '

2. Let us reflelt on our Sins, as the procuring Caufe
of Sicknefs, It is for the Sin and Difobedience of
a People that God brings any Epidemical Difeafe
upon them ; For he promiled His ancient People,
that if they would hearken to his Viice, and do that
which was right in bis fight, if they would give car to
his Commandments and keep bis Statutes, he would put
none of thofe Difeafes upin them, which he brought upa
on the Egyptians, Exod. 15. 26. But in cale they
were difobedient and rebelious, he threatned ro
fend Epidemical Difeafes upon them, as in Lew.
26. 16. 1 will appoint over you Teyror, which may fig-
nity fome terrible Difeafe, and Confumprion, which
may intend al) chronical Difeafes, and the burrirg
Ague or Feaver, which may intend all acute Dil-
eates; God will appoint thele as Taskmafters ovet
a finful People, to rule thems with rigour. Hence afl
epedemical Difeales fhould lead us to reflect upon
Sin, as the procuring Caufe thereof, and fhould
raife in us a juft Indignation againf Sin. The
R C 2 abound-
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#bounding of Iniquity among a People expofes
them to an Inundation of Judgments ; and the aw.
ful Calamity which fundry Places are groaning
under, fhould lead us to confider, that we have
been 4 finful People and laden with Iniquity. We
fhould lament the ctying Sins of the times where-
in we live, and fhould each one of us refle@ on
himfelf, faying, What have I done? and every one
fhould be concerned to mend one.

3. If there were & general Repentance and Reforma-
tion of all provoking Evils, we might then witha
well. grounded Hope addrefs our felves to God
that be would appear for the Help and Reliet of

his People under the fore Trouble, that he has

brought upon them, and take away that grievous
Sicknefs that has fo far prevailed in this Land.
For, this is what God has promifed to a penitent
People, and faithful is ke that has promifed, At
swhat Inftant 1 (ball fpeak concerning a Nation or Peo-
ple, v pluck up, and to pull down, and to deftroy it;
df that Nation againft whoms I have pronounced, turn
from thewr Evil, I willvepent of the Evil that I thought
to do untop them, Jer, 18, 7, 8. When God is
coming forth againft a People in ways of Judg-
ment, a general Repentance will flop the Progrefs
ot the Judgment. 1f the Body of the People of
this Land would hearken to that Exhortation of
the Prophet, Hof- 6. Y. Come and les us return unto
the Lord, they might then upon fure Grounds
hope that he woyld make goad his Word unto
them, in the following part of the Verfe, For bhe
kath toris, and bg wilkbeal sy be bath fwmisten, and

ks
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be will bind msap: And as he hath been pleafed to
afflume itamong his gracious Titles, that he is
the Lord that healeth his People 5 {o he wil) fend bis
Word and beal the Sicknefs that prevails among a
penitent People ; for God has not affum’d that
Title to himfelt in vain, but he will certainly
make it good to a People, that by a true Repen-
tance and Reformacion are qualify’d for fuch a
Meicy.

The



The fecond SERMON

FROM

Jeremiah XIV. 8, 9.

O the Hope of Ifrael, the Saviour thereof in
time of Trouble, why (houldeff thou be as a
Stranger in the Land, and as a Way-faring
Man, that turneth afide to tarry for a Night

_ Why fbouldeft thou be as a Man affonied, as
a mighty Man that cannot [ave ?

E have obferv’d from thefe Words,

Firft, That ’tis fometimes a time of Trouble,
even of great Trouble with God’s People.

Secondly, They fhould then addrefs to God as
rhe Hope of Ifrael and Saviour thereof in time of
Trouble,

Tuirdly, We may obferve, that God [ometimes
carries it towards his People, as a Stranger in the
Lond, and a5 « Way-faring < Man that turneth afide to
tarry for & Night, and be feems a5 4 Man aftonifii'd

an
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and as a mighty Man that cannat [ave 5 and when it js
[o with them, they (hould bumbly enguire into the Rea-
Jon hereof, and beg of God to affiff them in the Enquiry.
‘Thus much is imply’d when ’tis faid, Why fhouldeft
thoube as a Stranger in the Land, and 4 a Way-faring
Man that turncih afide to tarry for a Night? Why
Shouldeft thou be as a Man aftonied, a5 a mighty Man
shat cannot [ave ?

1. God fometimes carries it towards his People,
as a Stranger in the Land, and as a Way-faring
Man that turneth afide to tarry for a Night.

1. Hecarrices it @ a Stranger in the Land.
|

' 1. He appears unconcern’d for bis People 5 as a Stran=
! ger in the Land is not concern’d for the Intereft
.of the Place where he is, fo God fometimes ap-
pears unconcern’d for the Intereft aud Welfare of
his People; he doesnot take Care to prevent the
Calamities to which they are expos’d, nor to re-
move thofe Calamities which have befallen them.
. He appears as tho’ he cared not what became of
his People; fo Chrift was afleep when his Difciples
were in a Storm, and they awoke him, faying,
e Mafter, careft thou not that we perifh? Their God
and Saviour hides himfelf from them, as in Jfa. 45.
15. Perily, thou art 4 God that bideft thy [elf, O God
of Ifracl the Saviour. He feems to negled his Peo-
ple and fufpends his wonted Favours.

[

B may be faid to beas a Stranger in the

Land, in regard of bis ffrange judicial @i_fpmfmian; t;;
war

| %
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wards his People 5 when he rifes up 4 in e Mount
Perazim, and ss wroth as in the Valley of Gibeon tha
be may do bis Work, hic firange Work ;5 and bring to
pafs bis A, his [lrange Ait, Ifa. 28. 21. he
Prophet here threatens chat God would do againt
his People what he formerly did againft their Ene.
mies; whereby his impartial Juftice would ap.
pear; he would rife up againft Ferufalem, as in
David’s time againft the Philiffines in Mount Pe-
razim, and as in Fofhua’s time againft the Canaanites
in the Valley of Gibeosn: It thofe that profefs
themfelves God’s People become like Philiftines
and Canaanites, they may juftly expe& to be treat.
ed as fuch, Now God may then be faid to do
his firange Work, and to bring to pafs his ffrange
‘A& ; for this is a Work that he is not accuftom’d
to, with refpe& to his own People, but he ufes to
proted and favour them ; ’tis therefore a frange
Work, it be turns to be their Enemy, and fights a.
gainft them in his providential Difpenfations, I,
63. 10. And the Word Stranger is ufed for an
Enemy in the Old Teftament, becaufe thofe that
were Strangers to Ifrae) were wont to be Enemies
to them: So the Word is ufed /fa, 1.9, Tour
Land, Strangers, that is, Enemies devour in your
prefence, and it is defolate a5 overtbrown by Strangers.
And in Pfal, 144. 7. the Pfalmift prays, Deliver
me out of the hand of firange Children, or out of the
hand of Strangers, that is, out of the hand of mine!
Enemies,

Now, when God carries it thus [Frangely towards bis
People, they [hould bumbly enquire into "the R safop
hereof 5 Why [houldefl thou be as @ Stranger in the

Land?

|
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ZLand ? They fhould be concern’d to find out the
blameable Caufe hereof, which is intirely in them.
felves, and fhould beg of God 1o difcover it to
them.

We may here take Notice,

1. When God a5 a Stranger in the Land, appears
unconcern’d for the Intereft and Welfare of bis People,
the true Caufe bereof is, becaufe they bave been uncon-
cern’d for the Honour of God. God has joined his
Honour and our Welfare together. Ewegy one thar
feareth and honoureth the Lord fhall be happy, and
st fhall be well with bim, Pfal, 128. 1, 2. God has
formed us for himfelf, that we [hould f[hew forth bis
Praife 5 and we fhould make it our chief End and
Defign to honour and glorify God ; but when this
is negleted by the Generality of a People, and
they have other Ends and Defigns which they are
in purfuit of more than this, as namely, how they
may attain the Profits, Pleafures, and Honours of
this World, if they are thus regardlefs of God’s
Honour, they have no Reafon to expe& that he
will take Care of their Welfare.

2, When God’s profeffing People are effranged from
him, and indulge them[elves in firange Sins, this will
caufe him to be, as a Stranger in the Land, unconcern’d
for fuch a People, and to infult frange Fudgments up=
on them, When a People have eftranged them=
felves from God, as is faid of the Houfe of lracl,
Thoey are all eftranged from me thro their Idols, Ezek.

14, §. When the Hearts of Men are eftranged
e e from
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from God thto’ fonte Idol or other, when fome Crea.
tare has gain’d that Place and Dominion in the Heart
which God fhould have ; and the Generality of a
People are thus eftranged from God, ’tis no Won-
der that he fhews himfelf as a Stranger in the Land:
When a People ave efiranged from the Life of Gody
as the Apoftle fays of the Gentiles; and tho’ God
bas written to them the great things of his Law, they are
counted as aftrange or foreign thing, Hof. 8. 12, as
things of no Concernment to them, things that they
have nothing todo with, and were not to be govern'd
by. When thofe that had been planted a noble Vine,
are turn'd inta the degenerate Plant of a firange Vine,
Jer. 2. 21. When their Vine és as the ¥'me of Sodom,
Deut. 32. 32. and their Fruits are very offenfive to
God, bitter as Gall. When firange Sins are perpetra-
ted among a People, when they are grown to a firange
height of Wickednefs, even to be over-much Wicked,
as the wile Man f(peaks, Ecclef. 7. 17. This will
caufe the Lord to be asa Stranger in the Land, un-
concern’d for the Welfare of fuch a People, and ta
fend ftrange Judgments upon them: God has re-
ferv'd a firange Punifhment for fuch Workers of Inis
quity, Job 31, 3.

Let us make Application of wkat we have now
~ heard ro the doleful Circumftances of the People of

this Land.
. Has not God been as a Stranger in our Land ? Bas
be not appear’d unconcern’d for the Welfare of his
People in fundry parts of the Land, whom he has vi-
fited with a firange, unufual Diftemper, whereby ma-
ny of the Children of his People have been cut off
from the Land of the Living? Let us confider, whe-
ther we have not been fhamefully unconcern’d for
the Honour of God : And tho’ we have own’d him
for our Father and Malter, yet alas, how little Ho-

nour




Cas )

nour and Fear has hé had fromus! What occafion
have the Generality of the People of this Land given
for that Expoftuletion,in Mal. 1.6. If I be a Fa-
ther, where 15 mine Honour ? and if 1 be 4 Mafler,
where is my Fear? (aith the Lord of Hofts. And if
. we have been fo little concern’d for the Homour of
God, we need not wonder that he has appear’d fo
unconcern’d for our Welfare. Have not the People
of this Land greatly eftranged themfelves from God ?
We may then joftly expe that he fhould be as a
Stranger in our Land. Have we not been guilty of
#range Sins and Provocations, whereby we have ex-
pos'd our felves to the frange Judgment that has be-
fallen us ? Have we not provok’d the Lord to Anger
by firange Vanities ? asthe Prophet fpeaks in Fer 8. 194
Have we not inordinately lov’d the Vanities of this
‘World, and have not our Hearts been ftrangely lifted
up to thefe Panities? Have not many firangely neg-
lected the great Salvation, and rejeCted the Counfel
of God againft themfelves? Have not many Profeflors
of Religion firaugely coniradicted their Profcflion in
their Lives, giving Occafion to have the Ways of Re-
ligion evil {poken of by the prophane World ? Have
not many been firangely addi&ed, fome to one Viee
and fome to another 7 Some to Pride, ome to En-
vy, fome to Malice, fome to Covetoulnels, fome to
Senfuality, fome to Evil-fpeaking, and the like,

Now the Way to be deliver'd from the Arange
Judgment that bas prevail'd among us, and to efcape
the like Judgments for the futore, is, to fearch and
try oar Ways, and foundly to repent of our firange
Sins and Provoecations.

1 proceed, \ T3

Secondly, to confider that God fometipes carries it

towards bis Peopley as-a Way-faring Man tlam hrur(n;;i:
. r @ Night. This may intend the fal

.aﬁdc ta tarry for @ Nig < -
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thing with the former: As a Way-faring Man that
turneth afide to tarry for a Night in an Inn, does not
enquire into the Affiirs of the Family, nor isin any
Care abourit; fo God fometimes appears uncon-
cern’d about his People, and as taking no Care of
their Welfare.

But we may here further take Notice;, that asa
Way-faring Man tarries but for a Night in a Place,
and then is gone s fo God fometimes departs from bhis
People in relpeé of his favourable Prefence : He does
not favour and proteét them, but leaves them unto
grievous Judgments and Calamities: For wo unto a
People when the Lord departs from them, Hol. 9. 12,
Jhofe are in a woful Condition indeed from whom
the Lord departs: Our Weal or Wo depends upon
our having or not having the favourable Prefence of
God ¢ If he goes from us all Weal goes with him,
and we become expos’d to all manuner of Woes. In
the Verfe now cited, ’tis faid in the Beginning of the
Verle, Tho' they bring up their Children, yet will I
bereave them, that there fhall not ke a Man left, then
it follows, Yea, wo alfo to them, when I depart frow
them. God threatens to bereave them of their Chil-
dren, which has in an awfol Meafure been verify’d in
fundry Places of this Land, and we know not how
far this awful Judgment may proceed: We have
Reafon to fay, Our Elefl trembles for Fear of thee, and
we are afraid of thy Fudgments: For, if God departs
from a People they lie open to all forts of Judg-
ments, to diftrefling and to defolating Judgments.
Hence 'tis faid in Jer. 6. 8. Bz infirulled, Q Feruf-
lem, left ray Seul depart from thee s leff I make thee
defolare, a Land not inhabited. The God of Mercy .
is loth to departeven from a provoking Pecple, and
is earneft with them, by true Repentance and Refos-
mation to prevent his departing from them ; for if
e ' he
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' e be once departed from them they are liable to de-
' folating Judgments, to become defolare, a Land not
] inhabited.

Now when God is in any meafure departed from a
Peopley it concerns them humbly to enquire into the Rea-
Jon hereof, when he is as a Way-faring Man that rar-

ries but for a Night, and then leaves a Place, they

' fhould humbly enquire, Why fhouldeft thou be a5 2
Way faring Man that turneth afide to tarry for a Night, -

and then is gone?

Now the true Reafon of God's departing from a Peo:
ple is their departing from bim. Hence the Prophet
ays in 2 Chron. 15. 2. Hear ye mey Afa and all Fu-
dah and Benjamin, the Lord 15 with you while ye be
wath bim, and if ye feek him, be will be found of you;
but if ye forfake him, he will forfake you.

I thall here thew when a People may be faid to forfake
God, or depart from bim.

As the Children of Ifrael were faid to for[ake God,
when they fet up other Gods, fo a People may be faid ta
forfake God, when they make an Idol of the World.
We cannot [erve God and Mammon : Thole that are
Servants of Adammon, that is, of the World, that
make it their chief care and concern to giin the
World, that pour out the Strength of their Affections
on worldly Objeéts, they may be faid to depart from
God; for they make a God of the World.

And thofe that put that Truft and Confidence in any
Creature that is due to God alone, are guilty of depart-
ing from God, and expofe themfelves to the Curle of
God : For thus [aith the Lord, Curfed be the Adan
thae trufteth in Many and maketh Flefh bes Army whofe
Hearg departeth fromthe Lordy Jer. 17. 5 A-
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Again, we may be faid to depart from the Lor
when we difregard his holy Ordinances, as is charg
upon them in Jfa. 65. 11. Ye are they that forfake the
Lord, that forget my holy AMountain; fo that to for
get the holy Mountain, that is, to {light and negle&
Divine Wortfhip and Ordinances is a forfaking of the
Lord, and fo far asa People are guilty hereof, they
are guilty of departing from the Lord.

Again, Men may be faid to depart from the Lord
when they are of @ vicious Converfation, and indulge
theml[elves in viley abominable Lufts, when they forfake
the Law of God, and walk after the Imagination of their
own Hearts, Jer. 9. 13. When they fet ap theit
corrupt Wills in Competition with and Coantradiéti:
on to the holy Will of God, and will do as they
pleafe, whatever God and Confcience fay to the cons
trary ; when inftead of walking in the Ways of God;
they walk in the Ways of Pride, Senfuality, Un=
righteoufnefs, and fuch like Enormity, !

To apply what we have now heard, Let us fearch
and try our Waysy and duly confider whereinfoever we
bave departed from Gody and given him Occafion to des
part fromus. Let us be deeply humbled for all out
Departures from him: (o far as we have been guilty
of Idolizing the World, or placing an undne Confi
dence in any Creature, o far as we have been guilty
of negleting the Divine Worfhip and rdinances,
and fo far as we have indulged our felves in any Lufly
the Luft of the Flefhythe Luft of the Eyz, or the Pride
of Lifes Let us abhor our felves in Duft and Albes,in
Confideration of cur Departares from God in thefe
and the like Inftances ; and let us fpeedily return uns
to him ; for they that are far from bim maft needs
perifh, rhey are expos’d to all forts of temporal Woesy
and to cternal Perdition, Ler wsvake heed of an evid

Hears




(23)

| Hedre of unbelief in departing from the living God, and
"let us above all things dread and deprecate God’s de-
parting from us, which will be the fatal Confequent
 of our deﬁatting from him ; if we forfake him, he
'will forfake us, and then our Cafe will be woful be-
'yond Expreffion; fo far therefore as we have depart-
led from God in any regard, let us return to him, and
then we may reft affur’d that he will return to us 5
for fo has be promis’d in Mal. 3. = Return unto me,
\and I will veturn unvo you. If we return unto God
‘and to our Duty, he will return tous in Mercy, and
'will remove the Judgments we are under, and pre-
' vent thofe we fear.

I proceed,

Secondly, to confider that God fometimes feems as the'
ke were uncapable of helping and relieving bis Deople
under their Troubles ; he feems a5 a Man aftonied, as a
mighty Man thar cannot [ave.

1. God fometimes feems asa Man aftonied; W7y
fhouldeft thou be as a Man aftonied ? This can’t be taw
ken in a proper fenfe; for how inconfiftent is it with
the infinite Perfeétion of God, that he fhould be asa
Man aftonifh’d ; this is therefore fpoken of Ged after
the manner of Men. As a Man aftonifh'd, though
be has the Reafon of a Man, yet being aftonifh’d, he
is quite ata Lofs and at his wit’s End: Now thongh
this can never be fuppos’d of a God of infinite Wif-
dom and Underftanding, yet he may fometimes feem*
to be as a Man aftonifh’d, as tho’ he were at a Lofs
what to do for the Relief of his People. God’s Pec-
ple are fometimes in fuch a Condition that they know
not what to do, they are fo aftonifh’d that they can’t
think what Courfe to take for their Relief, and when
they apply themfelves to God, he delays helping
them, as though he were like a Man aﬂomfh’(ithac

(new
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knew not what to do for them. under their difficult
and deplorable Circamftances. But when foch afto-
nifhing Things befal us, that we know not what to do,
we fhould have oxr Eyes upon the Lord, as one whois
never at a Lofs what to do, 2 Chron. 20. 12. And
God may be faid to be as a Man afionied, in regard of
bis aftonifbing Difpenfatsons : Aftonifhing Providences
fometimes befal God’s People, as the Plalmilt fays in
Pfal. 60. 3. Thou haft few'd thy People hard things,
thou haft made us to drink the Wine of aftonifhment,
Aftonithing Calamities of various forts may befal
them, and in particolar affonifhing Difeafes, as has been
of latein feveral Places in this Land, and God has
fuffer’d the Difeafe to prevail to fuch a Degree, as
has given juft Occafion of bewailing it in the Words
of the Prophet, Fer. 8. 21, 22. For the hurt of the
Daughter of my People am I burty aftonifhyment bath
taken bold of me: Is there no Balm in Gilead 2 Is there
no Phyfician there ? Why then is not the Health of the
Daughter of my People recovered. ok

Now, ir concerns us bumbly to enquire into the Rea:
fon bereof, Why fhouldeft thou be as a Man aftonied?
and the true Reafon bereof 15 the aftonifhing Sins of
many, Jer. 2. 12, 13. Be aftonib’d, O ye Heavens, at
this, and be horribly afraid, Heaven itfelf is here cal’d
opon to ftand amaz'd; for my People have committed
two Evils y they have forfaken me the Fountain of live
“ing Waters, and hewed them out Cifterns, broken Cif=
‘zerns that can holdno Water. How aftonifhing is the
Sin and Folly of fuch as forfake the Fountain of living
Waters, or God, whois the only Fountain of trug
Felicity, and hew out unto themfelves the broken Cif-
terns of Creature-Comforts, and place their Happi-
nefs in thofe things that can hold no Water of true
Satisfatlon. And may not this be juftly charg’d up-
on many in this Land 2 We read that holy Ezra fat

down
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down aftonied at the Sin of fome in his time, Ezra
9 4. And if the holy God were capable of the
fame Paffions that we are, he would be aftonifl’d
at the Sins of many Perfons.

We have Reafon to be aftonifh’d at the Pro-
phanefs and Immoralities of many in thele times, -
and where fuch affonifhing Sins and Provocatis
ons are to be found among a People, they here-
by expofe themfelves to the affonifling Fudgments
of God, and he may juftly render their Plagues
wonderful, as he threatned his ancient People,
Deut. 28. §8, 59, If thou wilt not obferve to do all
the Words of this Law tkat are written in this Bock,
that thou mayeft fear this glovious and fearful Name,
THE LORD THY GOD then the Lord will make
thy Plagues wonderful, and the Plagues of thy Seed,
even grear Plagues, and of lorg continuance, and [ore
Sickne(fes, and of long continuance. And tho’ a Pec.
ple under fuch affonifhing Calamities, may cry to
God in their Diftrefs, yet unlefs their Supplicati-
ons be joined with Reformation, ’tis no wonder if
God appears as a Man aftonied, thac is uncapible
of giving them any Relief.

2 God fometimes [eems a5 @ mighty o Man that
cannot fave, Tho’ all tuings are pffitle wirh Goa,
and if be will work, who or what fhall ler? Theve is
nothing too hard, or hard at all fer him ; yet asa
mighty Man may not be able to help in fome dif-
ficult Cafes, becaufe tho’ he be mighty, .yet beis
but a «Man ; and therefore his Power is limired
and is not fufficient in al) Cafes; o the ()/mu‘pam.j

' J Go
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God may fometimes feem 4 a mighty Man the
cannor fave. When his People are under diftreffing
Circumftances aud cry to him for Succour, he
may deny it to them, as tho’ he could not fave

them. »

Now, when it is fo with a People, it concerns them

bumbly to enquire into the R eafon hereof ; and that i

ot the want of Power in Ged, but their Iniquities

and Sins, which caufes him to fufpend the exalte

ing of his Power in their behalf, as is faid in Ifa

§9.1,2 Behold the Lord’s Hand 15 not [horten’d, that it

cannot [ave,neither his Ear heavy, that it cannot hear

bur your Iniquities bave [eperated between you and

your God, and your Sins have hid his Face from o,

that he will not hear. The Lord’s Hand is not

fhorten’d, Lis Power is never at all firaiten’d, but

the luiquities of a People are a Parcition Wall

between them and their God, and hinder him

from putticg forth his Power and ftretching out

his Hand for their Relief, and their Sins hide bis

Fice from them, they provoke him to withdraw

. his_gracious. Prefence, and to {fufpend the Ina

& ftances of his Help. ’Tis f3id in «Mark 6 5y

‘ 6. Chrift could do no mighty Work; becaufe of

their  unbelief. © ‘By Unbeliet and other Sing

Men. flop the Current of Divine Favours, and!

do as it were tie the Hands of Omnipotence
iclelf. ,

But let a People break off their Sins by
a true Repentance and Reformation, and the |
edlmighty God will not feem, as it he were’

: no
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10 more than a mighty Man that cannot faves
ut he who is the Hope of Ifracl and the Savi-
ur thereof in time of Trouble, will fhew himfelf
n all-fufficient Saviour to them,
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